” « 
— 

FS > LIE oe IO" 
l 
S 

- 


2 „ 
G TW” 


2 * Cart 70 » git of 


\ Divine PROVIDENCE. 


#7 
” * 1 
; ; SY | 
R 1 1 _ 8 8 1 5 | 
— N — — — | | 
l { # 25 l 4 - " 4 2 i 
0 ; * — — 
A . | 

we 1 
5 | 


wo 
P=2Y 


8 E R M 0 N 1 


Preachedt i in 


CARTE R-LANE 
December 18. 1745. 


Being the DAY 


Appointed 15 the GOVERNMENT 


| For 


SOLEMN FAST. 


1 
1 
n i 4 
4 4 
2 22 1 
— V oe OO A Ir nar noe — — — — 
— 


* 
x * 4 * ; 14 ” » 
__ — — — 
— — — — —— — 
— —— —_ uo ͤ ũ ( 95 — ], ⏑— 
8 * 


— ' 


By THOMAS NEWMAN. . 


— 


— — — —— —— 
Ce . wm!!! ] -A — 


— — 


LONDON: 


Printed for R. Hz TT, at the Bible and Crown 
| in the Poultry, M. pcc. xLvI. 


— 


- 
* » 
\ D 
* 
———— . ˙ * ¹ ec — 


* 


* 9 
* A LE 4 N 
* A 3% *®. 
SS, RA 4 4 K 
x SM 5 o A 
—- TY 
X . — — — 
— CO AA I I CAS ⏑— TD. 
—— ER 
— — — 
5 2 — 


4 
HH 


: 
* 
* 
= 
roy 
* 
— 
bo 
£ 
— 
. 
* 
- 
” 
* 
+ 
* 
1 
- 
* 
”- 


9 
_ 
I 
6. 
38 
* 
a» 
* 
* 
* 


* 
8 
2 
4 
fo 


= 
x UA 
.. 
4. 
— 
- * 


| ; s % * 0 1914 
oF : £4% xz. 
; it . 
vi. HS, 
1. : os > 4 
£4 & 3 $f it - +3 


th 2 Lan 5 voice rin unto the City | 
(land the man e wiſdom, ſhall ſee thy. 


name) Hear ye the rod, and who 
_ bath apes it. 
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Meſſage by the ſolemnity of its introduc- 
tion, that which this Prophet was to deliver 
hath the fulleſt Claim to ſuch a character, 
and conſequently demands the higheſt regard. It 
is not only ſtiled he Mord of the Lord, which 
every Meſſage by a commiſſioned Prophet was, 
but here is a very ſolemn Summons of attention, 
grounded upon this Aſſurance, that God was 
coming out of his place, in order to tread upon the 
high places of the Earth*. Every one ſees that 
this expreſſion is not to * underſtood literally: 
Since, ſo to be underſtood, it would be abſolutely 
unſuitable to a Being who is eſſentially every where 


preſent: Who for that reaſon cannot ſtrictly be 


| faid to come out of one place; and come down 
to another. But the Expreſſion very ſtrongly de- 
ſcribes a full determination of the Divine Will 


for the manifeſtation of his Preſence and his Power, 


| Chap. i. , 5 
A 2 _ by 


F we may judge of the importance of : a 


et” A Solemn Call to a 


by an extraordinary act of Judgment. His coming 
out of his place declares great provocation on a 
people's part, and the higheſt reſentment on God's, 
as if he could no longer bear, but was determined 
to proceed with them in a way he had not yet 
done, and from a Throne of Mercy to aſcend a 


Throne of Judgment, bete his — Fron 
thence. | 


The 3 to whom this Meſſage was imme- 
diately ſent by the Prophet were thoſe of Samaria 
and Jeruſalem, including the whole body of the 
Jews; as the former was the chief City of the ten 
tribes, and the latter of the two tribes, after their 
diviſion. But to us alſo was this word of the Lord 
ſent,” for our direction, ad monition, and warning. 
We may from God's method of proceeding with 


the Fews, as a nation, draw ſome general rules, 


on which we may with confidence rely, for 'the 
government of our hopes and fears in our national 
capacity, ſor the preventing of Judgments, ready 
to be poured forth, and for the procuring the in- 
terpoſition and favour of Heaven under preſſing 
emergencies. God's proceedings with the Jews, 
amidſt all that was peculiar in their caſe, yield 5 
the beſt inſtructions for the forming our expecta- 
tions from God, under the different aſpect of Our 
circumſtances, under the different tenor of our be- 


haviour, and what he expects from a nation in or- 
der to ſecure his ne. . 


** 


* 


Regard * Divine P revidences $ 3 


ye is not in * keaft 3 that 1 ge ap- 
pears to us to be a continued meſſage of a Prophet 
to a particular people, was not delivered entirely 
at one time, but at ſome diſtances of time. We find 
the former Chapter hath a great many encouraging 
promiſes in it, to evidence how unwilling God 
was to execute his threatnings, and how much 
more deſirous he was of their repentance than de- 
ſtruction, tho' he was, as it were, come out of 
his place to diſplay his power by puniſhment. 
But, as if theſe methods and aſſurances of Mercy 
had failed of their Effect, tho? he waited for their 
kindly influences, ſuſpended the execution of his 
threatnings, the Prophet proceeds in this Chapter 
to the other method, which was the only one left, 
vix. to ſummon their ſolemn attention to an ap- 
proaching Judgment, as the conſequence of a con- 
troverſy that God had with them. Hear ye now, 
not what I ſay, but what the Lord ſaith by me, 
be hath a- controverſy. with bis people, and be will 
| plead with Ifrael* : He hath juſt and abundant 
| cauſe of contending with them, and he will proſe- 
cute his action againſt them: At the ſame time, 
for the fuller conviction both of the righteouſneſs, 
and even neceſſity of his pleading with them by 
Judgments, he appeals to them, and movingly 
expoſtulates with them, by a recital of the caſe, 
and alleging the ground of his proceedings f. 
To this controverſy, and the determined proſecu- 


| * Ver. 1, 2. | . 7 Ver. * 9171 101 
5 "Th. 1 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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tion of it, the text refers : The Lord's voice crieth 


10 the city, &c. In which words there are two 
things, which I thall principally enlarge upon. 


Here 1 15, 


1. A n aſſertion, or a » dechration = an 
awful fact. gy 


II. The duty and intereſt of thoſe to whom * 
Was made. 


* 1. Here i is a ſolemn aſſertion, or a declaration 
1 of an awful fact. The Lord's voice crieth unto the 
city. This I take to be, a declaration of the Pro- 


phet made to the Jets, reſpecting the threat. 


nings be had denounced againſt them, and the 
Judgments, which as a Divine Herald, he had 


proclaimed : He ee ag them, that "ny 
Lord cried to them E 1575 


We at this Jay have no fach expreſſes Henk 


Heaven, foretelling or aſſuring of the Divine De- 
| ſigns towards us, either as to Mercy or Judgment, 
or to teſtify that ſuch and ſuch fins were the cauſe 
ol ſuch Judgments : We have no meſſengers ſo in- 


ſtructed and commiſſioned as the Jets had. But, 


from our being intelligent and rational, we are 


capable of diſcerning the Divine Mind from God's 
providential acts and diſpenſations. Reaſon and 
natural Conſcience. tell us, that God ſpeaks to 
mankind as really by his Providences, as by his 


Word; and by threatnin gs, as by actual execu- 


7 tions. 
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* It may in many caſes now be as juſtly aſ- 


ſerted, that the Lord's voice crieth to the city by _ 
his works, and it ought to. be equally regarded, 
as. when more immediate W were enn: 7 


| ploy'd to aſcertain it. | 


The text. ſaith, his Voice ſometimes crieth . 1 
the city. i. e. the call is very loud; it is an 
alarm; the Warning in the Providence is very, a 


ſhrill; the Preſages of evil are very ſtrong; the 


cloud is very full, and ready to burſt ; and the 
hand of God therein is very apparent. This ex- 
preſſion points to thoſe awakning notices of God's 


Agency and Anger, which particular Providences. 


carry in them, with reſpect to particular Places. 
whoſe unuſual appearances much more loudly 


proclaim the Author of Nature to the generality . 


of mankind, than the whole hoſt of Heaven in its 
more ſtated Appearances. Some Providences, 
compared with others, are like the ſounding of a 
trumpet ; they ſtartle, [they carry ſomething of A 
the moſt awakning manner n both the Finges 
and Diſpleaſure of God. 


Further; this Voice of God is „ite be 52 
rected to the City. This plainly 1mplies two 
things: viz. That all in that community or city 


are acceſſary to the threatning they are under: and 
that they are all concerned in the warning thereby 
gien. 


1. When 


. 
— — — = 


| 


LE. 


| * e wu, ana * wt 
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city, it ſtrongly intimates, that all in that Place, 


or in that community, are acceſſary t to the threat. 


ning they are under. We know i in genetal, that 
both threatnings and executions in the Courſe of 
Providence are the effect of tranſgreſſions, or that 
fin is the cauſe of ſuffering: But our bleſſed Lord 
hath forbid us making it a ſtanding rule, that 
e the moſt remarkable ſufferers are the greateſt. 
«"finners *:** And indeed the Caſe of Job is a 
ſtanding confutation of ſuch a ſentiment. ' The 
voice of the Lord crying to a city or a nation by! 
chreatnings that affect the whole, is upon the ac- 


count ef a national guilt: i. e. upon the account 


of notorious: iniquities, generally practiſed, en- 
couraged, or at leaſt connived at, by thoſe who 
have power and authority to ſuppreſs and puniſn 
them. But tho' the threatning may reach all in 


the Community, it by no means ſaith they are 
egually guilty. However, of this we are certain, 


that every one in a city hath ſuch a degree of 
perſonal guilt, they are ſo far contributers to the 
national ſum, that they may and ought to look 


upon themſelves as acceſſaries to a general danger. 


Of ſome in a threatned city to be ſure it may be 
ſaid, that the voice did not come for their ſakes, 
or upon their account: on the contrary, had the 
ſpirit and behaviour of the community been like 
theirs, God would not have e r* a con- 


wi Luke xiii. 4, 5. 2 
troverſy 


0 — 
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4 with the inhabitants of the land. Never- 


theleſs, when the terror and danger | is general, and 


the whole city is intereſted in it, it is a Declaration 


of uni ver ſal guilt, and a call to every individual to 


enquire and.aſk themſelves, what they have done *; 
and. their ſhare of guilt will Juſtify Providence in 


the intereſt they: have in the common * 


2. By God's voice Gying to the city, we may 


underſtand, that @!l in that city are concerned in 
the warning thereby given. If the cloud ſnhould 


immediately hang over, or break upon, one part 
of a Kingdom, yet ſurely Providence ſpeaks to 
the whole thereby. Nay; thoſe who only Hear 


of awful diſpenſations, ſhould look upon them 
ſelves as called to by the ſame voice as cries more 


loudly to others: How much more ſhould they, 


who are likely to be equally affected by an im. 
pending calamity, think themſelves addreſſed to 


in the warning? In this caſe, the voice of Pro- 
vidence is as immediately directed to them, as if 


the chreatning was entirely perſonal: the applica ' 
tion is really to every individual, as if each were 
fingly addreſſed to, and each one is called upon 
to take it to themſelves, and to make it their own 


caſe. Though many may be exempted as to 
conſequences, yet if the threatning be general, the 


voice of God is directed to all: and every one N 13 


under a en obligation to attend the Cry 
® Jer, vil. 6. | KO 


B | "2, an 


a, 4 , » 
, U 
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and to hearken to what God the Lord ſhal ſpeak. 
Which' "Op me to the 


II. The a and intereſt of thoſe to whom the 
former declaration was made, Hear the rod, and 
who hath appointed it. This was the word of God 
in the mouth of his meſſenger ; or rather, this 
was the language of. thoſe threatnings Zeruſalem 
lay under, the proper improvement of them, and 
the meais to prevent their execution. Theſe latter 


words contain two articles, which deſerve a py 
cular conſideration. | 


The firſt is, we are to bear the rod. By rod 
here I think we are not to underſtand a common 
trouble of life, but ſomething that carries a ſpecial 
mark of the divine diſpleaſure in it: it is not a 
chaſtiſement or a ſtripe, but what the Scripture 


tles, the ſword of the Lord: it is not a meer re- 


| buke, but a pleading againſt a city with his frong 
Power: it was not intended for correction, but 
for deſtruction; or, an heavy Judgment in part 
executed, whilſt the awful remainder was hanging 
over them—But what are we to underſtand. by 
bearing the rod ? 


This affures us, that Providences have a lan- 
guage ; that they are ſent on a meſſage ; and ſince 
they are means that an all-wiſe God makes uſe of, 
we ate confident they are in their nature adapted 
to fubſerve his end. If we are to hear, they muſt 
ſpeak : and ſo they do, to the underſtandings and 

conſeiences 


Regard of Divine Providences, 11 
conſciences of reaſonable creatures, as plainly as 
an articulate voice could convey a meſſage to their 
ears. And from this our capacity of hearing and 
underſtanding them, we are under equal obliga- 
tions to obſerve and obey the Providences, as the 
_ word of God. I grant, there may be ſome things 
in the diſpenſations of Providence that ve cannot - 
diſcern, depths which we cannot fathom, there 
may be ſome reaſons and relations we can never 
find out with all our Searches, which may be de- 
ſignedly reſerved for the State of perfect light and 
enjoyment to diſcover, as a conſiderable part of 
its felicity. But, ſince in theſe Caſes we Atte not 
ſpoke to, we are not bound to hear: we are only 
required to regard what is plain, not to find aut 
what is concealed ; we are only to attend to God's 
works, not to fathom his counſels ; and to take 
F notice of what he manifeſts, not to penctrate what 
he hath veiled from us. As to the divine threat- 
nings and executions, to which the text refers, 
ſurely they ſpeak loud and plain enough ! Ar leaſt 
there i is much in them that is ſo, which the reaſon 
of our own minds may diſcern and interpret. 
Theſe then we are juſtly called upon to hear, i. e. 
to attend to and regard: for then only are things 
ſeen or heard as they ought to be by reaſonable 
creatures, when they are conſidered and improved. 
Now by bearing the rod two things principally 
may be underſtood : viz. the moſt careful atten- 
tion to the inſtructions thereby conveyed ; and a 
faithful compliance with whatis thereby demanded. 


A Glen Call 70 4 8 


1. To ** he rod i is nnn to Ae withs 
-Infixutions and leffons thereby conveyed. - The 
Providences of God are a very conſiderable con- 
firmation of his word, and his word is the beſt 
interpreter of his Providences. By thoſe I am 
no ſpeaking of, deſcribed in the text by Bis rod, 
or ſuch as are the threatnings and preſages of ruin 
to a people as ſuch there are ſeveral very impor- 
tant truths aſcertained and proclaimed, which 
thoſe who have ears to hear may” and _— to 
bear. For inſtance : Ex” 


They aſſure us Fx God is angry, and coming 
forth againſt a People: They are as the lifting 
up of his Hand, and the laying hold of Venge- 
ance; or as Moſes ſtrongly expreſſes it, they are 
the whetting of bis Sword, or preparing for the 
Execution of his Judgments . They are a ſen- 
Able revelation of his wrath from H eaven. Theſe 

Providences teach us alſo the cauſe. of his anger: 
chat it is from ourſelves, and that our fins are the 
provocation. Becauſe of the evil done by us is 
evil pronounced againſt us. The Jews are ſeveral 
times brought in by the Prophets, making enqui- 
ry, or demanding the cauſe of the threatnings de- 
' nounced, and the ſufferings inflicted upon them. 
And how is the caſe reſolved ? Why, not by ſtop- 
ping their mouths with an arbitrary ſoveraignty in 
God, or by telling them, that it was the wil x 


* Dent. xxxii. 41. 


"ok 


that it was for the greatneſs of their iniquities ; 
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God, and that that was reaſon ſufficient 3\but, 


„that it was for what they had done againſt him 
« that he thus denounced and proceeded againſt | 
« them “.“ Sin is ſo evidently the cauſe of ſuffer- 
ing from Providence, that natural Conſcience, if 
not ſtupified, ſends us to the one as the reaſon of 
ä che ocher: It calls our, ſins to our remembrance, 
and of its ſelf tells us «why God ſtrikes; And thete- 
3050 when a nation is under the frowns of Provi- 
- dence, the reflection is as natural to all in that na- 
tion, who have not loſt their ſenſes and their un- 
derſtandings, that it is on the —— of a na- 
< tional iniquity. that God is angry. This is ſo- 
lemnly owned and acknowledged. From aha, Throne, 
it is ſubſcribed to by the King and bis council, in 
the command iſſued out for our aſſembling ow 
this day—Hereupon, another thing that ſuch Pro- 
vidences loudly proclaim is, that by our vices we 
more certainly and effectually bring ruin upon our 
country, than could be done by any other means; 
or, that by prevailing indulged iniquity we are the 
"worſt enemies to our ſelves. ' This ſuch Provi- 
dences teach, at the ſame time that they proclaim 
the anger of God againſt a people, and that the 
fins of that people are the cauſe of that anger, 
Who can diſpute whether God is greater than 
man? Whether the Lord of Hoſts can do more 
than inſtruments? Whether à Being of abſolute 
and unlimited Power, form with on Power is de- 


* Jet, Wi. 52. „ arr 
347 | | | rived, 


_—_ —_ A — * — ——— * 1 — 
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rived, by whom all malice-is reſtrained, and by i 


- whoſe permiſſion every deſign and purpoſe is 


| bounded, is not a Guardian and Ally infinitely | 


| preferable to all others put together? As indiſ- 


- putable muſt it be, whether by our vices we do 
not pull down a ruin upon our ſelves and our 
country, more certain and abſolute, than all other 


- means united could effect. It IS a very remark- 
able and pertinent paſſage of ſacred hiſtory. Ba- 
lat the King of Moab, being afraid of the children 
of Iſrael, who were very numerous, who lay en- 
camped very near him, and were remarkable for 

their victorious arms, applies himſelf to Balaam 

to curſe Irael, or to pronounce a curſe upon them 


in the name of God ; which, as Balaam bore the 


name of a Prophet, he was fully perſuaded would 
take place, and thereby render him more than a 
match for them. This Balaam was very 
engage in, for the e 
offered him: But he declares to the King, he could 
not comply with his requeſt; for ſince there was 
no idolatry, nor heinous wickedneſs amongſt the 
people of 1/ratl, they were che objects of the Di- 
vine bleſſing and favour, againſt which it was im- 
poſſible for any human curſe to prevail. This 
method being abſolutely ineffectual, whilſt at the 
ſame time, thro” his covetouſneſs, he could not 
forego the reward, he meditates an expedient that 
would anſwer Balak's wiſh and his own covetouſ- 


neſs too: that was, to entice the children of 


© Ifrael to iniquity, to ſeduce them into ſome 
6 © heinous ſins, even to lewdneſs and idolatry.” 
1 | This 


„FCC SIT el 


ready to 
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his being done brought an fectual curſe upon 
them: This did the buſineſs at once: This ſepa- 
rated between T/rael and their God, and involved 
them in a deſtruction, which all the arts, power, 
and execrations of their enemy was not able to ef- 
fect. Now is not the nature and character of vice 
as fully declared by ſuch diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence, as words could do it? Do not they teach 
us what Apprehenſions we ought always to have 
of it? And what are they? But thoſe which the 
Word of God directs us to form; viz. that it is 
an evil and bitter thing * : A thing to be deteſt- 
ed and dreaded : To be deteſted for its nature, 
and dreaded for its conſequences : And it is the 
intrinſick evil of its nature that renders its conſe- 
quences ſo bitter Now, if we bear the divine 
rod according to the demand in the text, our 
minds ſhould be under the moſt fixed penetrating 
influence of theſe truths: the very heart ſhould 
feel their force and virtue; and our Perſuaſion of 
them ſhould be ſo full as to render them prin- 
cjples of action. Which leads to the 


2. The bearing the rod doth alſo imply, a 
faithful and dutiful compliance with what is there- 
by required and demanded. And what doth God 
call for by the voice of his alarming threatnings, 
or his ſmarting executions, in the Courſe of his 
Providence, but for the ſame that he requires by 
the voice of his word? ? viz. that we ſhould fo 


* Ti ii. 19. 
hear 
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eee that he eee, 
poſe againſt us, that we may return every on 
from our evil ways, that he may forgive our ini 
quity and our fin'*, His  rebukes, his judg- 
ments, riſing from leſſer to greater, are to reduce 
us to our allegiance to himſelf, to influence our 
return to him. When his Judgments are abroad 
in the earth, they call upon all, much more upon 
thoſe who are immediately viſited, to learn righte- 
ouſneſs: To bring us back to an obedience to his 
law, wherein we have renounced and turned away 
from it : By repentance to renew the peace that 
was broke, to recover the friendſhip that was loſt: 
In ſhort, the fruit, the intention of all is, to take 
away ſin. ; to mortify the habits, and bring us off 
from the practice of it. Theſe are God's defigns 
when he warns and wounds, when he threatens to. 
make a full end of a city and people: Theſe are 
the demands of Providence, that we open our ear 
to diſcipline and return from iniquity d. Surely a 
reaſonable creature can never be ſaid to hear what 
God the Lord ſhall ſay, unleſs, it obeys it! Since 
the very voice carries a command in it. Under 
ſuch diſpenſations it is directed to each, and the 
demand of an obedient attention is made upon 


every individual, to whom the Providence reaches. 


It is a demand upon every one to reflect ſeriouſiy 
upon their own conduct; to ſearch out and give 
up the N they have indulged; to attend to 


* Jer: xxxvi; z. n 8 
| 1fa. xxvii. 9. Job W. 3 
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the truths they have diſregarded; to perforrir the 
duties they have neglected; to throw up the pre- 
ſumptions and fond ſecurity whereby they have 
ſer Providence itſelf at deſiance But, as the tent 
dach, Lmuſt Fam . 20017 | 


[The volce-f God in his Providedce. 1 ads 
cries to a city, or people, to attend to the lan. 
guage and defign- of the rod, but likewiſe ſeriouſiyj 
to conſider, who hath appointed it. This ſeems 
added to giye a weight and importance to the 
diſpenſation, additional to what it may have in 
itſelf, and to enforce the reaſon of our attention 
to the voice that ſpeaks to us thereby. Now for 
the better diſcerning the import, and experiencing 
the influence of 0 ao 1 . hint a 


e 


Fr 
that they are appointed, They do not ariſe out 
of the duſt, nor ſpring our of the ground: They 
are no caſual productions, no accidental things z 
nor are they the meer reſult of a train of ſecond 
cauſes; but by order of a ſuperintending ſovereign. 

If the King of Aria invades Iſrael, and lays 
waſte their country, he is therein be rod of Golf p 
anger: i. e. he is employed by him; he is an in- 
ſtrument in the divine hand, appointed to do what 
he did, as far as he was a ſcourge to 1ael: but 
he was only an inſtrument, though he thought 
not ſo, God ſent him, be gave him the charge to 

C take 
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take the ſpoil, to take the prey, and to tread his: 
people down as mire in the ſtreet *; It is by no 
means ſufficient - either for the FORTY ee : 
dence, or for our Benefit by ſmarting diſpenſa- 
tions, to take notice only of the fals, and to 
make them the ſubject of converſation; but they 
are to be conſidered as the works of God,” and the 
operations of his hund. Whoever are the imme 
diate Agents, God ſhould be looked to as having 
ordained them for Judgment, and eftabliſhed tbem 
fer  cortreftion T. They may propoſe and conſult 
nothing but the gratifying their own paſſions, but 
what they do effect is by a real commiſſion, and 
is under an actual direction and limitation, from 
above. The word we render who hath appointed 
it, ſome render, who calls for it. And chus 
when God determined the ruin of his peoples 
enemy, it is expreſſed, I will call ſor a ſword 
againſt him J. The familiarity of the expreſſion 
doth more ſtrongly confirm the truth intended by 
it, vi. that what befel them was by actual ap- 
pointment and ordination of God, in purſuance 
of his: deſign, as if forces had been literally muſ- 
tered, and ſent by expteſs order. If God doth 
not ſend and appoint the tod, it can bting us no 
meſſage from him: and if we leave his agency, 
his immediate hand and order, out of the diſpen- 
| lations, which as a _ we meet with; ” _ 
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are not like” to have any” rational influence, or 
make any Religious impreſſions on us. But 125 
„ e NE ee 


5 


; Wo appoints theſe. dd And hive; thoſe 
Nay i know the divine name; muſt know—He is 
one who is perfectly Juſt; and hath always right 
on his ſide: and therefore, whenever the rod is 
appointed, it is richly deſerved by thoſe whoſe lot 
it is—He is Almighty ; and therefore can make 

| good his chreatnings whatever they import, and 
bring ta paſs. whatever he hath denounced: yea, 
whatever he hath already inflicted, he can ſend 
much more He is perfectly Good, and delights 

not to puniſh; and therefore the provocation 
muſt. be very great, and the conduct very evil 
in itſelf, where the diſcipline is ſevere He is Sin- 
cere, and in good earneſt; his threatnings de- 
claring the real intention of his mind, and the 
purpoſe of his heart: from hence it is at our 
peril to- trifle. with him when under his judicial 
hand Finally: He who appoints the rod is one 

who acts always for the wiſeſt and nobleſt ends, 
even for his own glory in the good of his crea 
tures; and for this reaſon he cannot, he will not, 
be defeated: from hence, if he is not glorified 
by his rod in the reformation of thoſs deſigned 
to be reclaimeti by. it, he will glorify himſelf by 
the deſtruction of ſuch at length, how long ſo- 
ever it may be ſuſpended. | This is He who ap. 
— the rod; and it is only as this his name 

C2 18 


ta 


| ** 3 and attended to ae 
gracious deſign vill be anfnered, dhe benefit of 
his diſpenſations be received, and the execution 
of his threatnings prevented — The truths in the 
text thus repreſented, I hope hath been the pre- 
paration of the mind for: a particular application 
of them to qurlelyes, ſuitably to our preſent cir- 
cumſtances, and our aſſembling here this day for 
very ſolemn work; by order from the Throne, 
The heads I ſhall enlarge on by way of applica- 
tion ſhall be thoſe ſuggeſted in the text. And 
| here: L would engage both you and myſelf ſe- 
'riouſly to reflect, and to Gig the Ws _ 
| * to nnn 
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1 Hach Sacks Diviae." Voice pinks very loud 
of late to this City and this Kingdom? I do not 
mention this as if I ſuppoſed any could be igna- 
rant of the fact, or had forgotten it, but to open 

your minds with my own for the receiving the im- 
preſſions, which it is deſigned and adapted to pro- 


| duce. God hath for months paſt been ſpeaking 

| to us, by letting looſe upon us a gang of deſpe- 
| ; rate Ruffians, who have thrown oft all the prin- 
= _ ciples and lays of their nature, the ties and fym- 


ated by a brutal-reſplution, through all hazards to 
deſtroy and ruin their country, or to periſh in the 
attempt, Creatures they are, who cauld wade 
varelentingly through any ſea of blood to accom- 
pliſh their _—_ Which when es” 
| 5 
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ed, as every ſingle fact in hiſtory, and as the 
dreadful experience of this nation teſtifies, was, 
and could be nothing but the tragical ſtripping ys 
of our Religion, the peremptory demand of our 
Conſciences, the deſtruction of our King and his 
family, with the aboliſhing of all thoſe laws, from 
whence we have the ſecurity of life, property, and 
liberty, , againſt the attempts of ſuch deſperate 
Wretches and Ruffians, as now threaten them. 
And this was to be accompliſhed, and would have 
been. effectually done, by impoſing ane upon us 
3 our Sovereign, whom we have in aur own de- 
feuce abjured; who can paſſibly be nothing but a 
curſe to the nation; wha hath never feen any Re- 
gion but the groſſeſt ſuperſtition, impieties, and 
idolatrous fooleries; who hath never known any 
thing of Laws, but arbitrary will, nor any thing 
of Government, but abſolute Tyranny; nor hath 
2 notion of any liberty: belonging to ſubjects, but 
the liberty of a ſingle choice, Turn or Burn, Com- 
ply or Die. When we thus conſider the inſtru- 
ments employed, with the deſign itſelf, ſurely 
the voice of the Lord cried very loud to the King- 
dom; and the Providence muſt he allowed to 
merit the name of a Rod: For ſuch was its very 
pature, that in the Prophets language, the Lord 
opened his armoury or treaſury, and by allotting 
_ that diſpenſation for us, brought out the wen 
ef bis indignation . But, it was louder {till from 


er. L '25- | 
| ſome 
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ſome very ſingular circun ice 
Providence, which it is probable will ey be 
credited by the next generation, tho? Hiſtory tranſ. 
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nces attending the 


mits it moſt faithfully to them. Such are the 


: ſpeed of their marches under the greateſt difad. 


vantages; the continuance of them under very 
great difficulties ; the maintenance of their ſpirit 
and the vigor of their reſolution under many dif- 
couragements, particularly when they knew a 
much ſuperior force was out againſt them; their 
eluding and baffling of this, time after time; 
deſpiſing the oppoſition that a national Power 


could make againſt them; as if they had really 


acted by a Divine commiſſion in what they did; 

and going thro* ſuch an incredible fatigue, as if 
Providence had qualified them, vaſtly beyond what 
nature did, for their enterprize : As we read ſome 


inſtruments of old were qualified, when the ruin 


of a provoking people was abſolutely determined; 


which is thus ſtrongly and elegantly expreſſed. 
None ſhall be weary or ſtumble among ſt them; none 
ſpall flumber nor ſleep : The girdle of their loins. 


ſhall not be looſed, from any need of reſt or re: 


laxation : Nor the latchet of their ſhoes be broken + 
i. e. They ſhould meet with nothing to be an in- 
terruption to their progreſs x. I own, from theſe 
and other like circumſtances, it is the loudeſt cry 
of Providence that ever I heard, reſpecting the 


Kingdom; and ſeemed to me very much like a 
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declaration, that our Rock had ſold us, and our 
God had given us up. For ſome time Providence 


ſeemed: to bid us prepare for their abſolute ſuc-- 
ceſs, as what ſhould be the event. The threat-/ 
ning was very alarming; the aſpect of affairs was 
as if God had taken the rod into his own hand, 
or had armed thoſe wich his own vengeance, 
whoſe Power in itſelf might not have been great; 
but when muſtered and commiſſioned by him, 
capable of accompliſhing any thing. It's demon- 
ſtrable, and indiſputable with thoſe who believe a 


Providence, that the very ſame hand that can 


ſave, can alſo deſtroy, by fem as by many. Let 


us not therefore judge of things by their appear-; 
ances, but as they are in the hands of God; who. 


can work by. any means, or qualify. any to ſub⸗ 


ſerve his deſigns. It's true, theſe enemies of ours. | 
have” not been permitted to reach this. city but 


we know there was a general apprehenſion. that 
they would; and what did every mind feel. that. 


was under the apprehenſion ? And did not the 


voice of Providerice Fa as far as ; the anger and — 


terror extended? 5; 


$43 7 SS 


2. What Attention hath been given to this 


vue ? I do not aſk whether we have felt the 
Rod, as brutes might do, but whether we beard its 

language as men ſhould do. 1 know by far the ge- 
nerality of the Kingdom have been under great 


fears: Nor indeed is it any evidence of the good- 


neſs of the underſtanding, or of the diſpoſition 
Ds of 
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of the mind, to have been abſolutely uficoneery. 
ed: But, terrors under the apprdtietifiviis of great 
danger art ount to no more, than the howling ef 
the animal under the whip. Many, no doubt, 
have been ſent to Ejaculations, or to more ſolemin 
ptayets uo God : In trouble, Riſtinet alone vill 
prompt us to addreſs to Heaven. But we ſtiould 
carry our efiquifies ruck farther,” with reſpect to 


the attention and regard we give to che voice of 
hah r pag ge 1 


We late Alen note f Aiusteltd hf 
> the wiethed Villdinies they have been commit. 
| their ſee: But have we ſeen 
and ace Medged the Divine band therein That 
what they did was by God's permiſſion, and as 


far as they" Have been à ſcourge to us, that 1 


may be flick, 1 Lord brought them againſt us *, 
Whatever are the means, our Principal attention 


and regard 18 demanded for and due to him, 


whoſe Kinggor ruleth* over al, who diſpen ſeth 
all the Power that any mitftübene have, = ab- 


ſolutely directs, controuls, and limits it, as may 


be moſt ſubſervient to his All- wiſe and Righteous 
defirts. We have been MS} againſt 6, oor 
etctnits, we have felt 4 glowing indi 
our om Breafts againft chem; ani with = 
gfeatelk reaſotr: But have ve Humb led ourſelves 


ander che mitztey hand e we ſo 
t s ie % ? : 
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duely regarded the Divine voice, nothing 


the ſupream Agent therein, and alſo that he had 3 
regard to their, guilt in the evil of his diſpenſa- 
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heard- his Rod, as. gr RE to 
plead againſt us, and. was a teſtimony of his dif- 
pleaſure ? For, it can never be allowed, that in 
viſiting a Kingdom with ſuch a diſpenſation 40 wel 
have been lately under, a diſpenſation ſo big with 
woe and wretchedneſs, God hath no 0 
deſert ; or that by the greatneſs of the plague 


threatned; he did not intend to call our attention 
to the greatneſs: of our tranſgreſſion. If we have 
could 


have: been more natural nor juſt, than the reflec-- 
tion and enquiry that the prophet puts into the 
of the Tews, Who. gave us fo far for a 

il, and ſo far into the bands of the robbers 2. 
Did: not the Lord? He agginft-whom we had fin- 
ned? Hereby inſtructing them in the language 
of the Providences they were under; Which, 
amongſt other things, was to acknowledge Gad as 


tions—Finally, if we would duely regard the Di- 
vine voice in the late alarming. Proyidence, we 
ſhould particularly enquire into the fins which are 
more ; eſpecially, pointed ta thereby, and into the | 
meaſure of guilt that falls to our own ſhare in 
thoſe reſpects. The nature and circumſtances of 
the puniſhment oftentimes direct the thoughts to 
particular crimes. If threatnings in general call 
nnn on. 
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mary of ineſtimable truth; and upon dur cons 


* . 8 0 


* are .cepmpanicd,igh pecnliar eiremm- 
ſtances, call us be kfEd upon theſe acts whick 
ſuch diſpenſatians ſeem more immegigtely 1% fs: 
prove us fen From the late Providendal. alarm. 
and the inyaſion in favour of Papery, which; beg: 
it been ſueceſafuls : waud at once have involved, 
all· ur Priuileges, Civil and Sacred, in ſure and 
certaity ruin, we are more: dirafily called to reſleſt 
upon our neglect of our Religions ada. 
che light we have put upon the Goſpel of Jeſus: 
that glorious light, that perfect rule, that ſums! 


tempt of Chriſtian" Aft ations, ax we Proteſtatits 
may-enjoy them. We ſhould reflect p particularly. 


on our moſt ſcandalous abuſds of hbepry, by eu 


ſenſeleſs factions; our groundlefs and unnaturab 
as well as ünchriſtjan; diviſions ; by eur wicked 
wanton mutnurings againſt God and Man. Theſe 
and ſuch like crimes we are loudly called upon 

to conſider and atrignd, by the late Providenee! 
chreatning to introduce Popery amongſt us, which 


b whetly and 'qrighiglly' calculated to extirpars 


Conſclence and Lihercy, "wherever it prevalls* 
aud in ſuch ways as thefe only do we rationally 
and religiouſly atfend to fuch a rod as we have 
for fame time been yndet, 3 that band and 


voith of 
amongſt us. 


FA Let us enquire, what danger H 
God in his diſpenſations hath made; 


A they are the voice e of God, and 438 operations 


of 
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of his hands, flicy hays'# wiſe and kind deſign} 
uſd they are adapted to anſwer it: they have an 
authorlty, and ſhould have a power. 
2 And upon what errand can they 
be ſuppoſed to come, if not for our amendment 
and reformation ? For what are the divine threat- 
dings ifitended ? but to prevent the execution of 
the divine Judgments. "Was the Nation in à cir- 
eumflanes beſore tb de/#ve this and other heavy 
s, as the Proclamation from the Throne 
geclires? And is there the leaſt abatement of 
wur demerit ? Is there one profane oath or 
direful eurſe the leſs ? Math one ſingle Schob! 
of vlee, one Nurſery 6f debauchery been dif- 
countenariced and diſcouraged? Or hat any offe 
fore breaſt received the intended ebhryidtion in ay 
inflciiding degree, that the ſafery arid proſpe 
of our deat country depends upon the favont bf 
Providence: ? Yea, let thoſe of us whoſe hearts 
Have been profeſſedly trembling for the ark bf 
God, as well as for our lives and Hberties, afk 
ourſelves; Whether the divine rod hath drove 
out one article of fooliſhneſs} or in any inſtance 
hark amended heart and life Do we find our 
love te the divine ſervice and worſhip in the 
kaft increaſed, or 1 . ſollicitude to ſecute 
the divine friendſhip in order to our perſohal afid 


national felicity, from a deeper and a more ri- 
Fetedd ſenſe of our depetittance upon God for both ? 
Have our Prayers to God on behalf of our King 
40d Country miniſtred any thing to a principle 

D 2 of 
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of Religion; to a following he ata 
it only performed to anſwer an immediate err 
gency, and to ſerve ourſelves of our Maker? 
can, be done only by a paſt amendment ; 
ki Ine chreatnings l, Our Jeruſalem hath not yet 
received inſtruction: but oh] what mult. be the 
conſequences of this! My Fellow Chriſtians -and 
+ Proteſtants, remember, tho' there is ſome abatement 
at preſent as to the viſible. grounds of fear, yet the 
— — but his hand is 
retched out fill: His voice ill cries;; his threat- 
nings are ſtill continued: And if by repentance 


and reformation we do nothing towards the turn- 
ing away his wrath, it may, and moſt 


will, be turned againſt us in a much greater de- 


gree, and burn till it hath conſumed us. What 
we have already ſuffered was intended to ſave us 


from heavier calamities ; our univerſal confuſion 
was to prevent as univerſal a deſtruction. If then 
when God lifts up his hand we wil not ſee, 
there is great reaſon to expect, he will determine 

to nale us ſee: if we proceed in our diſobe- 
dience to him, he will proceed in his controverſy 
with us, by adding one Judgment to another. 
We have lately found that our diſtreſſes may ve- 
n Hund bit to e even 23 
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the mocking and inſuking over all the means df 

| redreſs, tho very conſiderable : In this caſey 
doubtleſs, the principles: of Religion, ſuch as the 
Power, Providence, and; Promiſes of God, tha 
univerſal ſway and dominion of the moſt High 
over all cauſes and events, who knows all things 
and can do all things, and againſt whom no 
might, no counſels,” no wiſdom can prevail - 
Theſe principles, I ſay, are the very beſt ſupport 
of the mind in times of general as well as perſonal 
diſtreſs: But what relieving influence can the 
principles of Religion have without the praſtice of 
it? What power or virtue can be derived from 
the exiſtence. of ſuch a Being and ſuch a Provis 
dence, without the hopes of an intereſt: therein, 
or that we are a people that ſuch à Providence 
delights to favour, for whom it is engaged to ap- 
pear, and o whom, we have reaſon to believe, 
it would be for his Glory to be the Guardian and 
Defence? The more Piety and Virtue therefore 
prevail in a nation, the more ſure is their intereſt 
in the Divine Providence; an Ally we may in 
every exigency unſollicitouſly depend upon, and 
God being with us we naturally diſmiſs our fears, 
and warrantably triumph over every threat and 
oppoſition without us. Methinks, as every paſ- 
ſenger in the ſhip is concerned in the ſafety of the 
veſſel, chere is nothing more natural than a love 


to our country: and there is nothing that a love 
of our Country ſhould more naturally lead us to, 


than the cultivating Religion in our ſelbes, and 
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lan We may afſotiate ourſelves together, but 
v may be ſoon brokers ro: pieces; we chuy tue 
edunſeb together, hut it may eve to noupht; 
Br if God bleſſes, what can blaſt } Courage ar 
bing from. conflitution. hath very often forſaken 
men when they hau moſt need bf it; and God 
cal, as he hath done, judicially make the furt 
to malt, and the ſpirit to fail'*/ But the fortitude 
that is produced by the principle of Religion, - by 
a Dependance un Providence, and am Intereſt in 


that that anueared Prince, whom God hath in love 
to otir nation fer over us, who hach ſhews th 
a love and regard to his people, and hath ſo-wiſely 
and faithfully employed the Power and Cortfh 
denee tepoſed in him, for the eaſe,. ſifety, and 
happineſs of the Kingdom] Ok I that chat wife 
and happy people, who have lately ſhewn ſueli ah 
aimoſt unenampled love and regard to their Priti6e, 
nnd therein to their country wo Have bech 
equally threattied by an enemy ehviouſly enraged 
at their mutual bliſs Oh that that Prince and 
that People; I fay, might but ufite- their hearts 
d hands for 2 perſonal: and general Reformation, 
Purſuant to the-voice of the late Providence, in 
which they Have been equally concerned, and by 
Which they afe tally called upon chereto! Let 
us 10 from the hen Goodhefs, we have 
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experienced, ſo much the reverſe to our own fears, 
and to our enemies hopes, dare to ſay, the bit-" 
terneſs of Death is paſt; and from. thence loſe" 
the impreſſions that have been made, and drop 
the ſollicitous ſenſe we had of the need and worth 
of the divine favour when under extremities ; leſt 
we ſee a more doleful ſcene of confuſion and 
amazement, and from that ſame quarter too: but 
let us hear the rod, and who hath appointed it; 
obſerving the hand of God therein, with the diſ- 
play of his anger againſt our fins ; and improving 
both, by a becoming humiliation for them, and 
an habitual forſaking them : ſo that what hath 
hitherto been comparatively only our correction, 
may not the next time prove the deſtruction, a 
both of Us and our King, 
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